MINUTES
WARRICK COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD

&

DEPARTMENT OF STORM WATER

REGULAR SESSION

FEBRUARY 9, 2009

The Warrick County Drainage Board met in regular session with President Tim Mosbey presiding over the meeting. Present at this meeting were Tim Mosbey, President; Art Noffsinger, Vice-President; Don Williams, Secretary; Phillip H. Baxter, Surveyor; Bobby Howard, Director of Storm Water Management and David K. Zengler, Attorney.

Minutes were recorded and transcribed by Cheryl D. Embry.

Those present in the audience were Mark Beard and Terry Fisher.

Tim Mosbey: Call the Drainage Board and Storm Water Management meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Tim Mosbey: I guess the first item on the agenda is the approval of minutes from the last Drainage Board meeting. Does anyone have any corrections or comments?

Don Williams: Move to approve.

Art Noffsinger: Second

Motion was made and seconded to approve minutes of January 26, 2009. Motion passed 2-1. (Mr. Mosbey was absent at the last meeting so he abstained from voting)

THREE LAKES ESTATES CORRECTED PLAT:

Commissioner Mosbey: The next on the agenda is the drainage plan approval of the corrected plat of Three Lake Estates Lot 1.

Phil Baxter: I would ask that this be taken off the agenda.

Commissioner Williams: Move to remove.

Commissioner Noffsinger: Second.

Motion was made and seconded to remove off the agenda. Motion passed 3-0.

CLAIMS:

Tim Mosbey: Claims would be the next item on the agenda.

Phil Baxter: We have claims in the amount of $176.58.

Tim Mosbey: Do I have a motion to approve?

Art Noffsinger:  I move that we approve the claims in the amount of $176.58.

Don Williams: Second.

Motion was made and seconded to approve claims. Motion passed 3-0.

Commissioner Mosbey asked if there was any other business to come before the Drainage Board?

The other Board members stated they had no other business.

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT

February 9, 2009

Tim Mosbey: Let’s move into the storm water agenda.

PROJECTS UPDATE:

TANGLEWOOD PROJECT:

Bobby: I just wanted to update that our Tanglewood project, I was in contact with our consultant today and they do plan…..I’m having plans and specs available next week for our review.

STORMWATER PERSONNEL:
 I also wanted to inform you that per the last meeting the Storm water personnel job descriptions were forwarded to the County Council to be scheduled with a personnel committee meeting which I believe is scheduled for February 19th at 4:15.

Tim Mosbey: Do you know where they are meeting?

Bobby: I do not know, but I think it’s up here.

Phil Baxter: The last time they had it scheduled it was in the back room.

Bobby: I also wanted to report that there is a Drainage conference this Thursday in Lafayette from 8 to 4 that I plan on attending, Phil do plan on attending?

Phil: I don’t think I will, I can’t walk that far, Bob. Also on the 17th which is a week from tomorrow I will be out of town for a few days and I can’t be here the 19th if someone would mind sitting in and helping me with that I would appreciate it.

Tim Mosbey: Will Rod be here?

Phil: He can be.

Tim: Why don’t you send him up with anything you have in case there is something.

Don Williams: What dates were those?

Tim Mosbey: He’s going in Tuesday on the 17th and the meeting is the 19th.
Don Williams: What meeting?

Bobby: Personnel Meeting.

Don Williams: Oh personnel committee meeting okay.

Tim Mosbey: Do you think you’ll be back on the 26th or am I looking at the wrong date, the 23rd?

Phil: I hope to be back by the 21st.

Don: You’re going to Indianapolis right?

Phil: Yes

Don: Wish you the best.

Phil: Thank you.

Tim Mosbey:  Bobby, do you have anything else.

Bobby: No that’s all the updates.

Tim Mosbey: Phil do you have anything for storm water?

Phil: Not really we’re working and staking Bluegrass today up at Elberfeld. We tried another area but we couldn’t get to it.

Tim Mosbey: I have one question concerning the Storm Water Ordinances that were passed last year. We were asking Mr. Welp the Board of Commissioners attorney and I think he requested via e-mail copies of those whether storm water money if it was legal to use that for this storm cleanup when you have branches and trees laying in ditches obstructing the flow of water. He replied that it depended on how the ordinances are written, do you have any comments, Mr. Council? Don’t mean to put you on the spot.

David Zengler: I probably would need to review them but I don’t know why though we couldn’t use….

Don Williams: That’s the main reason for Storm Water is to remove pollutants from the ditches.

Tim Mosbey: Well, if you could check up on that for us as I don’t want to do anything wrong because our highway budget is going to be depleted pretty quick you know with all this overtime and everything.
David: I don’t know…..the removal of debris, I don’t know why we couldn’t I mean that would be a part of storm water.
Don Williams: It would be a restriction and probably considered a pollutant.

David: I mean as long as it’s not a legal drain. Now if it’s in a legal drain you’ve got other issues. But since it’s a restriction it would be within those ordinances. I can give you something either in writing or e-mail but I think…..

Tim Mosbey: E-mail will be fine, I’m just wanting to cover ourselves and don’t want to do anything wrong and hopefully Doug will have an answer this afternoon for us.

CITIZENS REQUESTS AND COMMENTS:

Tim Mosbey: Let’s move onto Citizens requests and comments. Sir, would you like to approach the podium?

Mark Beard: Yes, thank you my name is Mark Beard I live at 6575 Heather Vale Court in Newburgh. I could appreciate all the things you guys have been through in the last couple of weeks with all the storm damage and so forth and that is one reason why I am here is because in the subdivision of Heather Vale which is off of Martin and Lincoln Avenues in Newburgh. There is a ditch that runs and it’s a horseshoe shaped subdivision, I don’t know if Bob or somebody has come out and looked at it before but there is a ditch that runs between the houses and its in the back yards of the center houses in the horseshoe neighborhood and this has grown up over years and years and years. I have come to find out by calling Bob’s office it is a private ditch it is not a county ditch and that the responsible parties are actually the homeowners to keep everything cleaned up and over the years that has not happened and you know with people moving in and buying and selling, I’m sure no one made them aware. There are some rental properties, the owners of the rental properties I assume have not maintained that property as well. The last storm has wrecked havoc on a lot of the mature trees and dead trees in that ditch line and for the home owners the cost to bring in a professional to clean that out and some of them are just hanging there and it’s dangerous for the kids in the neighborhood. The reason I’m here is to request help from the county as to what we can do about it and it’s also an easement and I do have pictures on my digital camera but I didn’t have a chance to get them blown up, but it is an easement for the power lines that run in-between each one. So we’ve rally got a complex problem of (1) who can pay for it, who can afford to bring a professional in and (2) if the homeowners take it upon themselves to clean the ditch and take out mature trees that need to come down because more are just going to keep falling, we’re going to run into the problem of a safety issue with SIGCO and VECTRENS power lines and so forth. I don’t know what can be done, I’ve called my commissioner, Tim Mosbey and he suggested to come and talk to you guys. Once it’s cleaned out maintaining it will be fairly simple and I would even take it upon myself to make sure that the people in the neighborhood are advised along that ditch that they need to maintain that ditch once it is cleaned out so we can keep everything flowing and keep it safe for the kids and everybody that lives there.
Tim Mosbey: Are you aware of this ditch at all, Bob?

Bobby: No I will have to look at it.

Don Williams: Mr. Beard, do you have any community association or anything like that.

Mr. Beard: No, not really, I’ve been in Warrick County for several years and I’ve know Tim for several years as far as any affiliation or anything, no I don’t.

Tim: There’s no neighborhood association?

Mr. Beard:  Since we’ve moved in a lot of other younger couples have moved in the neighborhood and we’re just trying to clean it out. The unfortunate part of what today’s economy we’ve got at least two homes there are under foreclosure so there are no owners. I have worked with the Area Plan and they have helped to actually get one of those homes cleaned up because it was in really bad condition. It was basically a junk yard, so every time I’ve asked for the county’s help everybody has stepped up and done a good job and I try to do what I can. When the storm hit I called central dispatch in Warrick County and was shuffling the elderly to some of the shelters and stuff like that because I can get around.
Phil Baxter: Do you have any idea how many properties are involved?

Mr. Beard: There’s at least 10 because they actually border back to back, so there are two all the way up and then on the west side of Heather Vale there’s two more adjacent properties. So I would say that there are 12 altogether and I know at least half of those are rentals and two of the homes that actually are back to back are two that are in foreclosure and no one lives in them.
Phil Baxter: Could you guess about the length of it?

Mr. Beard: I would say it’s about 120 to 150 feet?

Phil Baxter: The total length, you’re talking about?

Mr. Beard: No it would be longer than that it’s going to be at least 150 yards.

Tim Mosbey: Would it be ok it we just have Bob get with Mr. Beard and have Bob and Phil look at it, is that your normal procedure for handling Stormwater?

Don Williams: Usually we have the Surveyor or the Engineer both research.

Tim: If you could leave your number with Bob…….

Mr. Beard: I will give him and card and like I said it’s not even on my property, but it’s in my neighborhood and because of the job I have as a rep I can get around a lot better than my neighbors.

Tim: Are the broken limbs and stuff on the power lines?

Mr. Beard: Right now they’re not as I’m aware of because we did do a little cleaning, we were without power for 5-6 days depending on which side of the street you’re on and they did do some cleaning of it but like I said the mature trees are just dangling in a ditch that really is a burden. I do know that there are a couple of dammed areas in the ditch itself from fallen debris. But I will leave my information with Bob and I appreciate any help you can give us.

WHITAKER DITCH:

Terry Fisher: Tim, I would like to thank you and Mr. Noffsinger for coming to the Town Council meeting the other night. The Town Council did express an interest in that meeting about Whitaker Ditch, back in the fall if you will remember Mr. Williams, Scott Holder was talking about maybe some clean-up of that ditch and even though our budget is not like the county’s as far as storm water fees are concerned the Town of Chandler is willing to help share some of the burden of that clean-up and I was just wondering if we’ve got an update on that?
Don Williams: It hasn’t been officially set aside, I just don’t think we’ve addressed it since we got a new Surveyor. That’s over by the race track, right?

Mr. Fisher: No, that is Wright Ditch this one is over by the treatment plant on that end of town.

Tim Mosbey: Where are we looking at starting, at Fuquay and then heading west and then on down under the highway?

Mr. Fisher: I’m not exactly sure what Scott had in mind. I don’t know if he was going to go back further toward the school. I thought the way he explained it to me there is about a………

Tim Mosbey: Now help me out is Whitaker the one that runs between right along side the dumpsters or is that the next ditch to the south?
Don: It’s the one that runs under Fuquay.

Bobby: The north one right by the dumpsters.

Tim: Right by the dumpsters? Where they put the box culvert in at an angle here last year or two years ago?

Bobby: its north of that.

Tim: What ditch is that?

Bobby: That’s Stollberg.

Tim: Okay so Whitaker runs into Stollberg and Stollberg goes under the highway?

Bobby: Yes, they tie in back behind the sewer plant.

Don: Where does Chandler limits start there, Terry? Is it right down the middle of the road there?

Mr. Fisher: No, it’s back more toward Washington Street, as far as the ditch, it’s back by the school, I guess is the last time it’s in the city limits is right there by the school and then that ditch runs behind where Elliott’s and everything is down through there which is not part of the town.

Tim Mosbey: A few years ago I think Mr. Aigner had the contract and I know the Town and the County because it goes in and out they shared the cost I think on that.

Mr. Fisher:  Yes, I think he used a grinder and went in there and did a portion of that ditch. I don’t expect an answer today but maybe by the next meeting if you can just let me know.

Phil Baxter: Well, I can tell you something right now. We’ve got to get in on Stollberg and Weinsheimer that is where this ditch goes to, it goes to Stollberg and until we get those cleaned out it’s not going to do any good to get Whitaker. Hopefully I would like to get them both before spring but I don’t know whether we can or not because if you’ve been out there today we’ve got a lake now. So it probably will be July maybe and then we can talk about coming up Whitaker.
Mr. Fisher: I understand, there is no sense cleaning it if there is no place for it to go. That’s what I have been trying to tell them in town lets get to where it’s going first before we push a bunch of water down there. Thank you very much.

Phil: I’m not putting you off but that is just………

Terry Fisher: That’s fine.

Tim Mosbey: Item three any items for discussion from any Board members? I will entertain a motion to adjourn.

Art Noffsinger: I move that we adjourn.

Don Williams: Second

Motion was made and seconded to adjourn. Motion passed 4-0.
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